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Analysis of Phase I test data demonstrates that the Photogenics Spectroscopic Dosimeter will detect neutron energies
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Task Description:

Analysis of Phase I test data demonstrates that the Photogenics Spectroscopic Dosimeter will detect neutron energies
from 0.8 up to 600 MeV. The detector efficiencies in the energy region of interest to NASA of 0.5 to 150 MeV were
predicted by MCNP-X models. These models were partially confirmed by the tests at the EAL and LANSCE, with a
high confidence in the data for the 1-14 MeV range and a confirmation of the detector's spectroscopic capabilities
between 15-150 MeV. Further analysis of the high energy data will be performed in Phase II. 
Using the detection efficiencies determined Phase I and the IRCP74 damage coefficients, doses have been calculated for
the neutron fluxes encountered in the test facilities. During Phase II a full-scale working model of the spectroscopic
dosimeter will be fabricated and tested. 

POTENTIAL NASA COMMERCIAL APPLICATIONS: NASA is seeking improved neutron spectroscopy to enhance
its characterization of the space environment and has also identified a need for improved accuracy in the estimate of
neutron dose experienced by astronauts on long duration space missions. 

  

Rationale for HRP Directed Research:   

Research Impact/Earth Benefits:
The NASA version of the dosimeter can be redesigned for use in radiation safety monitoring at a wide variety of
facilities concerned with potential radiation hazards, i.e. laboratories, university research facilities, and private nuclear
power plants. 
  

Task Progress: New project for FY2009. Reporting not required for this SBIR Phase 2 project. 
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